MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
Apart from the Jews and the Frisians, there were hardly any
merchants properly so called at this period. (I am not here speaking
of occasional merchants.) This might well be deduced from the
favour which the Jews enjoyed; if they had not been indispensable
they would not have been protected as they were. On the other
hand, since the Jews were allowed to employ Christians, many
of their agents must have passed for mercatores christiani. More-
over, the language of the time proves as much: "Jew" and
"merchant" became synonymous terms.1
Besides die Jews, there may have been here and there a Venetian
who had crossed the Alps, but such cases must have been very rare.
In short, the Jew was the professional merchant of the Caro-
lingian age. But it goes widiout saying that he could not have
maintained a large import trade. This is obvious, from the rarity
of spices and the decline of luxury. The very fact that goods had
to travel overland instead of by sea was bound to result in a great
reduction of the import trade. But it was for that reason all the
more profitable.
One proof of the unimportance of commerce is found in the fact
that neither in the Formulae nor in the various records of the period
is there any allusion to it. While there is mention in one capitulary
of 840 of cautioner and of silver confided ad negociandum? and in
another, of 880, of scriptum fduciationis,3 the references are to
Venice. Commercial law continued as long as the Mediterranean
trade continued. It disappeared when die sea was closed.
From all this, then, we may conclude that there was a com-
mercial regression which resulted in making the soil more than
ever die essential basis of economic life. It was so already in the
Merovingian epoch, although the circulation of merchandise still
played an important part. Before the closing of the sea there was
1	Mercatores, id estjudaei et ceteri mercatores, m.g.h. caht., vol. II, p. 252;
mercatores hujus regni, christiani sive Judei, ibid., vol. II, p.. 419; mansiones
omnium negotiatorum . . . tarn christianorum quam et Judaeorum, ibid., vol. I,
p. 298; de cappis et aliis negotiatoribus, videlicet utjudaei dent dedmam et negotia-
tores christiani undecimam, ibid., yol. II, p. 361,
2	m,g.h, cmr., vol. II, p. 134.	3 Ibid., p. 140,
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